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Good afternoon. My name is Walter Fields and I am the Vice President of Political

Development for the CommunityServiceSociety (CSS), whose President and

CEO is David R. Jones. As you know, CSS is one of this city's oldest not-for-

profit organizations, representing the interests oflow-income New Yorkers for 160

years. Our contributions to the city includethe founding of the Columbia

University School of SocialWork, developingthe prototype for the free lunch

program for school children,aidingvictimsof the Titanic disaster and most

recently those affected by the terrorist attack on the Worid Trade Center on

September 11, 2001.

Most recently we issued two reports that called attention to crises in New York

City's labor market: the first detailed the extent of joblessness among Black males

and the second revealing the large numbersof "disconnected youth", those who

are out of school and out of work, in our city. The findingsof both reports

prompted action by the City Councilto appropriate $10 milliontargeting job

training and development, and movedMayor Bloomberg to create the Mayor's

Commissionon Construction Opportunity.
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