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NEWS FROM THE FIELD

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

A

rging his fellow members of Congress to
“stand up for the religious freedom promised
in the First Amendment,” Rep. John Lewis (D-
GA-5th) reintroduced the Religious Freedom
Peace Tax Fund Bill into Congress on tax day,
April 15.  The bill was assigned a new number
at that time, H.R. 1454.  It will keep this
number throughout the 106th Congress.
     A flurry of  legislative activity preceded this
announcement.  Peace Tax Fund members
and lobbyists contacted dozens of Representa-
tives, asking them to join Rep. Lewis in
cosponsoring the Bill.  By April 15, twenty-
five Representatives had signed onto the Bill
as “original” cosponsors.  This is an increase

of eight “original” cosponsors over the previous
Congress.
     Four of these were first-time cosponsors of
the Peace Tax Fund:  Rep. Corrine Brown (D-
FL-3rd), Rep. Steve Horn (R-CA-38th), Rep.
Barbara Lee (D-CA-9th), and Rep. James
McGo vern (D-MA-3rd).
     As in the previous session of Congress, we
expect the number of cosponsors to grow.   Our
lobbying efforts will persuade members of
Congress to cosponsor the Bill who were
unwilling or unable to become “original”
cosponsors.  W e are focusing special attention
on Republicans, and on members of the Hous e
W ays and Means Committee.

s April 15 came and went,
we again became abun-
dantly aware of the connec-
tion between our taxes and
our government’s military
activities.
     This year, over 50 local
groups around the country
used this opportunity to
educate people about the
taxes we pay for war.  They held public
events, passed out literature, talked to people,
and used the media to reach a wider audi-
ence.
     Many groups also gave away the taxes that
they withheld from the military to peace and
social service organizations.  For example,
war tax resisters in the W ashington, DC area
gave away $5,000 this year to several groups.
     To all of you who perform this heroic
activity each year, we salute you.

Penny Polls
     Some groups use a creative
method of public education
each year called the “penny
poll.”  They set up a table
outside of their local post
office or another government
building on tax day, and allow
passers-by to select where
they would want their taxes to

go.  People choose between the military, h
care, education, the environment and other
categories by dropping pennies in
separate labeled jars.
     The general public consistently
responds that the military should
receive less money than any program
which promotes human welfare.
People are then shocked to hear that,
in fact, the U.S. military budget is 8
times the size of our education bud-
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Legislative Update Hotline
     W e’d like to remind you that the
Campaign has instituted a toll-free,
24-hour legislative update hotline.  If
you call (800) 550-6039, you can hear a
recorded message with the most recent news
and information about the Peace Tax Fund.
     You can receive this message at no cost to
you.  It is updated approximately every two
weeks.

     As you probably know, a Peace Tax Fund
delegation met with the U.S. Treasur y Depart-
ment last year to gain their consent for the
Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill.
Treasury’s consent is important because they
have testified against the Bill in previous
hearings.  In last year’s meeting, Treasur y
promised to review the simplified version of
the Bill, and reconsider their objections.
     Apparently, they have not done so.  W e
heard nothing from them for several months,
so we encouraged members to write to Presi-
dent Clinton, asking him to help solve the
impasse with Treasury.
     Many of you wrote letters (thank you!), and
some of you received a reply from the Trea-
sury Department.  In their form letter, Tr easury
stated that it “opposes any proposal to allow
taxpayers to dedicate all or a part of their tax
liabilities to a specific purpose, regardless of
the purpose.”  It goes on to state that the
Peace Tax Fund would give some people a
special right not given to others, and that taxes

are used for socially constructive purposes as
well as the military.
     Readers should be aware that this letter is
the same letter that Treasury sent to people
years ago.  Thus, they apparently did not
review the Bill.  If  they had, they would notice
that the revised Bill does not allow people to
designate what projects their taxes could be
allocated to.  Rather, it leaves this responsibil-
ity to the Treasury Department, so long as
they do not allocate it to the military.
     Our lead cosponsors, Rep. John Lewis (
GA-5th) and Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA), are
pursuing dialogue with Treasury to resolve
this stalemate.  Sen. Harkin’s office will ask
Treasury for another face-to-face meeting with
a Peace Tax Fund delegation, which would
include representatives from the Mennonite
Central Committee, FCNL, Presbyterian
Church, United Methodist Church, National
Association of Evangelicals, and the Chris t
Legal Society.
     W hat can you do?  W rite to your members
of Congress and urge them to sponsor the Bill.
If  we can gain more congressional support for
the Bill, it will help pressure Treasury to pay
attention to the issue.

(Non-)Response from the Treasury Department

Original Cosponsors of the 106th Congress

John Lewis (D-GA-5)
Jim Leach (R-IA-1)
Corrine Brown (D-FL-3)
George Brown, Jr. (D-CA-42)
John Conyers, Jr. (D-MI-14)
Peter DeFazio (D-OR-4)
William Delahunt (D-MA-10)
Eliot Engel (D-NY-17)
Barney Frank (D-MA-4)
Maurice Hinchey (D-NY-26)
Steve Horn (R-CA-38)
Barbara Lee (D-CA-9)
Edward Markey (D-MA-7)

James McGovern (D-MA-3)
George Miller (D-CA-7)
David Minge (D-MN-2)
Jerry Moran (R-KS-1)
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC)
James Oberstar (D-MN-8)
Major Owens (D-NY-11)
Donald Payne (D-NJ-10)
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA-8)
Lynn Rivers (D-MI-13)
Edolphus Towns (D-NY-10)
Lynn Woolsey (D-CA-6)

Please thank them for taking a public stand!
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A
A Story about Stories

F
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arge Schier

Marian Franz is the
Executive Director of
the Peace Tax Fund.

ive members of Congress and another
member’s wife sat at my table at a recent
luncheon with South African Archbishop
Desmond Tutu.  W hat a nice opportunity to
speak for the Peace Tax Fund.  The Republi-
can congressman sitting beside me had heard
about the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund
Bill, but did not understand the reasons for it.
     I got his first questions out of the way as
hastily as I could.  (“You are a Mennonite?  Do
you bake bread?  Do you sell home-baked
bread from horse-drawn wagons?”)  W ith that
disposed of, I explained reasons for the PTF
bill and asked if he would consider cospon-
soring.  “No, I wouldn’t support that,” he said
almost instinctively.  A pause, then, “… W ell
maybe I would.”  I r eached for a story.

W hy a story?  Members of Congress
have a dilemma.  It is understandably difficult
for them to sort out issues about
which constituents express no
less passion than we do.  A story
can best elevate our issue to the
stature of a belief prompted by
conscience against killing, and
not a deeply held opinion about
policy.  Members of Congress
search, but are unable to think of incidents
where other citizens risk loss of property in
order not to pay for welfare, or some other
issue they oppose.  A well-told story lobbies
even after we leave the office or write the
letter.

The Persuasive Power of the Story
     A story can lobby even from  the grave,  I
learned recently.  In one congressional office,
I was meeting with an aide when the con-
gresswoman herself stopped to introduce
herself on her hurried way out of the office.
So much to say, so little time!  I used those
few moments to encapsule the Bill and the
beliefs as best I could.  W ould she consider
supporting the Bill?  “Oh no,” she said.  “I am
pro-choice.  This would interfere with funding
for family planning and open to door for other
mischief.”  W ithin minutes, however, she
returned and invited me into her office.  W e
engaged in a brisk back-and-forth for a full
hour.

     Why did she suddenly interrupt her bu s
day to devote time to this issue?  In her d
(Chicago’s north shore) she had known a
woman named Catherine, now deceased.  She
described Catherine as an 80-pound woman
with powerful convictions.  Catherine had told
the congresswoman the story of
her refusal on grounds of con-
science to pay taxes for military
spending.  “She just said she
could never pay.”  Later the
Congresswoman added,
“Catherine, you are still speaking
to me.  You’re not going to let me
go, are you?”
     These two members of Con-
gress haven’t cosponsored the
Bill... yet.  But they allowed themselves t
and to weigh the issue that is so compelli n

their constituents.  They will
remember the stories we tell.
     Both left the door ajar.  W e
will surely enter it again, very
gently.  And what if they never
become supporters?  Even if they
should work against the Bill, isn
it important that they understand

who we are and the beliefs that compel us?

Influencing Legislation
     Sometimes a story directly affects the out-
come of legislation.  A bill which unneces s
restricted medical lawsuits was once defeated
in Congress after hundreds of people who had
been victimized in medical cases faxed the i
story and photo to their Representatives.  Once
the members of Congress realized the damage
the bill would bring to individual people, 
couldn’t pass it.
     The hold of the story can last even af
life span of the storyteller.  A story lobbies on
and returns at intervals to touch the conscience.
     As mentioned elsewhere in the newsletter
(page 8), we are asking you  to send us your
story, so that we can gather your experien c
and share them with Congress.  If  you can,
please include a picture to accompany your
story.  One story’s staying power is worth 
thousand logical arguments.

The congresswoman

said, “You are still

speaking to me.

You’re not going to

let me go, are you?”
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Campaign Notes

     The Third Circuit Court of
Appeals reviewed the legal suit of
Priscilla Adams last January, and

has rejected her appeal.  Priscilla had sued the
government for the interest and penalties that
the IRS seized when they collected her taxes
due.  She is a Quaker who has not voluntarily
paid war taxes for 20 years.
     In her suit, Priscilla referred to
the Religious Freedom Restora-
tion Act (RFRA), passed by
Congress in 1993.  RFRA requires
the government to prove that
they used the “least restrictive
means” in denying Priscilla’s
religious beliefs against war.
Since the government did not attempt to prove
this, and since Priscilla’s beliefs represent a
“r easonable cause” to resist taxes, she stated
that the IRS should not penalize her for refus-
ing taxes.
     The Appeals Court disagreed.  W hile they
acknowledged that RFRA could apply to the
federal government, they claimed that the tax
system would be destroyed if  such objections
were allowed.  They claimed that an exemption
could only be made if her nonpayment of taxes
was “beyond her control.”
     Interestingly, the court suggested that it is

 Job Openings at the Peace Tax Fund!
     The Peace Tax Fund is accepting applications for two positions opening up in our W ashington,
DC office.  To apply for a position, send your resume and a cover letter to Peace Tax Fund Direc-
tor, Marian Franz.  The positions are open until filled.

up to Congress to pass a law recognizing the
right to conscientious objection to milita r
taxes (for example, the Peace Tax Fund!).
     Priscilla is now considering her next 
in this historic case.
     On March 24, the Second Circuit Court of
Appeals rejected the appeal of Gordon and

Edith Browne, who were also
suing the IRS for the interest and
penalties from their war taxes.
The court issued a “summary
order,” meaning that their deci-
sion should not establish prece-
dence over future cases.
     Rosa Packard, a board
member of the Peace Tax Fund,

will bring a similar case before the Second
Circuit Court later this year (a date has not yet
been set).  Her war tax resistance suit against
the federal government was dismissed by a
tax court last year.
     Meanwhile, in New York, the IRS brought
suit against a long-time war tax resister, Ed
Hedemann, to force him to tell the IRS where
he holds his assets, so that the IRS could 
them.  The court agreed with Hedemann that
he should not be compelled to turn over such
information, and suggested that the IRS may
want to drop the case.

Director of Outreach and Development
Responsible for managing fundraising pro-
grams; producing the newsletter and other
literature; activating individual members and
organizations; and some finance and adminis-
trative duties.  Qualifications include prior
organizing or fundraising experience; affinity
with the goals of the Peace Tax Fund; good
writing and personal skills; computer layout
and communications skills (Macintosh); and
comfort working with budgets.  Salary is in the
low 20’s, based on experience.

Administrative Assistant
Under the guidance of the Executive Director,
responsible for general office management;
processing mail; dictation and answering
phones; maintaining files and computer
database; and assisting with publications.  W ill
also help make plans and arrangements for
the 2000 Conference.  Qualifications include
sympathy with the goals of the Peace Tax
Fund; computer (Mac) experience; attentio n
to detail; and previous office experience.
Salary is negotiable; benefits are provided.

WTR Court Cases Denied Again

(l-r) Gordon, Edith, Rosa
and Priscilla.
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TAX DAY ACTIVITIES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

get, and 12 times the amount we
spend protecting the environment.

How’s This for an Inspiring
Effort?
     Of the many activists that work
for peace on tax day, Dan Lundquist
and Judith Felker, of  Minneapolis,
Minnesota, should be highlighted
(see box).  This year, their local
newspaper, the Minneapolis Star
Tribune (circulation 400,000) ran a
story about their and others’ refusal
to pay war taxes.
     While this coverage was excel-
lent, Dan and Judith went a step
further.  They raised over $3,000
from local groups and individuals, to
place a Peace Tax Fund advertise-
ment in eight of their local newspa-
pers.  W e have already recieved a
number of information requests
from people who saw the ads.  W e
congratulate them on their success
in spreading the word.

Our Tax Day Actions
by Judith Felker
     I was reading the Fall 1998
newsletter of the Peace Tax Fund
when my eye caught the example of
a member who had put an ad in her
local newspaper.  She raised the
funds to pay for it, saying “it was
easy.”  I thought, “I could do that.”
     W e requested the camera-ready ad titled “Would you drop a
bomb on this child?” from NCPTF.  Our goal began as the prover-
bial mustard seed.  W e know the editor of a local newspaper, and
know that he shares our point of view on paying for war.  W hen
we contacted him, we were delighted that he not only wanted
the ad bigger (over 6” by 4”), but said he would p
cost!
     W e were elated!  Then we started thinking bigger.
     By the end, with the help of Friends for a Nonviolent W orld (a
local Quaker group), we raised over $3,000 for this project,
potentially reaching 1.5 to 2 million readers of eight newspapers.
     It was a fun, energizing project that consumed a good portion
of thr ee weeks.  W e are glad we did it — glad we had the time,
energy and support needed for this venture.

UN Declares “Decade for Peace”
     The United Nations has pronounced the first
decade of the 21st century (2001-2010) to b
“The Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-
violence.”  This declaration was initiated 
appeal from 23 Nobel Peace Laureates.
     The declaration calls for nations to t
principles of nonviolence at every level o f
society, in order to “make the children of the
world aware of the real, practical meaning and
benefits of nonviolence in their daily liv e
     The Peace Tax Fund has joined thousands of
individuals and groups who endorse this
Decade for Peace.  Organizers  are gathering
signatures around the world in support of  this
appeal.  For more information, send an e-mail
to <nobel.appeal.2000@wanadoo.fr>.
     To help kick off this Decade for Peace,
people will gather in the Netherlands on M a
11-15 for the “Hague Appeal for Peace.”  To
learn more about the Hague Appeal, see their
website at <www.haguepeace.org>.

Visit DC in the Summer of 2000!
     The Peace Tax Foundation is pleased to
announce that we have received a generous
grant from the Lifebridge Foundation, which
will help to fund the International Conference
of W ar Tax Resisters and Peace Tax Campaigns.
W e will be co-hosting this conference in W ash-
ington, DC on July 6-9, 2000.
     The conference will bring together activists
from the 18 nations in the world with Peace
Tax campaigns.  People will gather to share
information and give support.  As a result of
the conference, we expect that the interna-
tional movement will continue to grow.
     The international conference will occur in
the middle of the Fellowship of Reconciliation’s
“Summer of Nonviolence,” w hich they are
organizing in W ashington, DC.  Every day that
summer, different groups will hold actions to
support initiatives for peace and nonviolence.
     W e invite you to come to DC next summer
to participate in these activities!

Activists Judith Felker and
Dan Lundquist
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Facts About Military Spending

”
“A TOTAL CORRUPTION OF DEMOCRA CY.”

— How Senator John McCain (R-AZ) describe d

the process whereby Congress added $9 billion 

the 1999 Pentagon budget.

“For 45 years of the Cold W ar we were in an arms race

with the Soviet Union.  Now it appeas we’re i n

race with ourselves.”

— Admiral Eugene Carroll, U.S. Navy (Ret .

“We’re the only country that I know of in the world that

has four air forces, a Navy with an air force and an arm y,

an Arm y with a navy, and an Air Force that doesn’t have

any boats yet — they haven’t been around lon g

enough.”

— The late Senator Barry Goldwater, one of the

nation’s most prominent defense hawks.

“The conscription of our taxes for state-spon s

militarism will be the number one issue for t h

movement in the 1990’s.”

— Father Richard McSorley, Director, Center for

Peace Studies, Georgetown University, in 1990.

Priori t ies . . .
• For each F-22 we build ($161 million)...

W e could provide Pell Grants for
100,000 students.

• For 10% of the Intelligence Budget ($3 billion)...
W e could build 424 schools for 250,000
children.

• For subsidizing weapons exports ($7 billion)...
W e could build 100,000 affordable
housing units, creating 250,000 jobs.

• For 1 Arm y division in Europe ($2 billion)...
W e could fund 50,000 new teachers.

• For 1 aircraft carrier ($5.4 billion)...
W e could provide 10 years of health
care for 500,000 children.

• For 1 Seawolf nuclear submarine ($2.5 billion)...
W e could provide an immunization
program for all the world’s children.

W hat are our priorities?

Source:  National Priorities Project and Peace Action.

President Clinton’s Proposed FY2000 Discretionary Budget
(in billions of dollars of budget authority)

M i l i t a r y
E d u c a t i o n

H e a l t h
J u s t i c e

E n v i r o n m e n t
International Affairs

Housing Assistance
Science and Space
Veterans Benefits

Social Services
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

General Government
Other Income Security

Economic Development
Social Security and Medicare*

C o m m e r c e
A g r i c u l t u r e

E n e r g y

0          50           100           150           200           250           300

2 8 1

3 5

3 1

2 6

2 4
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1 9

1 9

1 7

1 4

1 3

1 1

9

6
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4

3

 (Source: Center for Defense Information)

* Discretionary funding for Social Security and Medicare covers various administrative costs, and is not related to benefits mandated by law.
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Get Your Copy Today!
     The Bruderhof Communities have provided
us with their book entitled Seeking Peace to re-
sell to our members.

     Seeking Peace provides step-
ping stones for those on the
journey to both outer and inner
peace.  Johann Christoph Arnold
uses his Christian background to
explore various meanings of peace
and describe characteristics that
are found along the journey.  It is a
profoundly personal and spiritual
book.  Order one above!

SHIPPING CHARGES

Below $10.00 - add $2.00
$10.00 and over - add $4.00

V I D E O                                                         
Compelled by Conscience: Why We Need a Peace Tax Fund.
     A 20-minute video.  To rent $10.00; to purchase $15.00.......................... _______   ______ _

B O O K S
Seeking Peace, a new book from the Bruderhof, $15.00..................... _______   ______ _
Communities of Conscience:  Collected Statements on Consci e
     Taxes for Military Preparation, 2nd edition, $7.95.............................. _______   ______ _
W ar Tax Resistance: A Guide to Withholding Your Support from the
     Military, 4th edition edited by Ruth Benn, $12.00..................
Questions that Refuse to Go Away, by Marian Franz, $5.95.......................... . _______   ______ _
Downwardly Mobile for Conscience Sake, ed. Dorothy Andersen, $10.00... _______   ______ _
W hy I Am a Conscientious Objector, by John M. Drescher, $4.95................. _______   ______ _
Handbook on Military Taxes and Conscience, produced by Friends
     Committee on W ar Tax Concerns, $2.00....................................  _______   ______ _
W hat Belongs to Caesar? and The Tax Dilemma: Praying for Peace, Paying
     for War .  Classics by Donald Kaufman, $4.95 each or $7.95 for both..... _______   ______ _

TOOLS FOR PEACE TAX FUND ACTIVISTS
The Peace Tax Petition, FREE............................................. . _______   ______ _
Activist Guide: Speaking for Conscience, $9.95..................................
Text of the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill, $.05 each..................... _______   ______ _
Peace Tax Fund Basic Brochure, $.10 each .....................................  _______   ______ _
Do your Taxes have to Pay for War?  Penny flyer, $.03 each......................... _______   ______ _
Conscientious Objector.  Poem by Edna St. Vincent Millay, $0.25................. _______   ______ _
Paying for Peace.  Peace tax campaigns throughout the world, $5.00.......... _______   ______ _
Proceedings of The Sixth International Conference on Peace Tax
     Campaigns and War Tax Resistance, $6.95..................................  _______   ______ _
Stages of Conscientious Objection to Military Taxation, $0.20 each............. _______   ______ _
Buttons:  “Taxes for Peace Not W ar” or Dove with Leaf (circle one), $0.50..... _______   ______ _
NCPTF Poster: Dove and Planet Earth, $1.00........................

Subtotal________
Shipping________

Total Enclosed________

Need Advice for Your Activism?
     The Campaign maintains an Activist Guide,
which gives specific advice in taking acti o
the Peace Tax Fund.
     It includes information on the Peace Tax
Fund; religious freedom and conscien-
tious objection; grassroots organizing;
working with Congress; and other
outreach ideas.
     This resource is over 100 pages,
and costs $9.95.  It is free to Congres-
sional District Contacts (those who
commit to being primary activists in a
local district).  Order above!
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The National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund advocates for
legislation enabling conscientious objectors to war to pay their federal
taxes without violating their beliefs about not participating in the
military.  Contact us at the address above or at (202) 483-3751; toll
free: (888) PEACE-TAX; Fax: (202) 986-0667; Email:
peacetaxfund@igc.org; Website: www.nonviolence.org/peacetax.
Printed on recycled paper.

CONTACT POINTS
Senator_________
U.S. Senate
W ashington, DC  20510

Capitol Switchboard: (202) 224-3121

President Bill Clinton
The White House
W ashington, DC  20500

White House Comment Line: (202) 456-1414
White House Fax: (202) 456-2883

Representative________
U.S. House
W ashington, DC  20515

PEACE TAX FUND FACT SHEET

The Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill would
allow conscientious objectors to pay thei r
federal taxes into a separate fund which 
be used to support the military.

Conscientious objectors are people whose con-
sciences forbid them from participating in war in
any form, because of their deeply held religious or
moral beliefs.

In the House, the Bill was introduced by Rep. John
Lewis (D-GA-5th) in the 106th Congress on April 15,
along with 24 cosponsors.  The new bill n
HR 1454.

In the Senate, we are seeking a prominent Republi-
can lead cosponsor to join Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA)
before the Bill is introduced in the 106th Congress.

We Need Your Story!
          On page 3, Director Marian Franz talks
about the power of “the story.”  That is, an
argument is more persuasive when it can be
connected to someone’s real experience.
     One of the most important things we can do
when we lobby in Congress is to share your
personal stories with the policy makers —
stories that show the sincerity and deep belief of
those involved in our movement.
     In order to share these stories in Congress,
we need to hear them from you.  Please tell us!
     What experiences led you to be a war tax
resister, or an activist for the Peace Tax Fund?
How have you put your beliefs into action?

What personal sacrifices
have you made to defend
your beliefs?  Have you
had any interesting
contact with the IRS, or a
member of Congress, that
you would like others to
know about?
     To share your story,

simply write it down (or dictate it into a cassette)
and send it to the Peace Tax Fund national
office.  You may also want to send it to your
repr esentatives in Congress.  Please be as
succinct as possible (one page maximum).
     If possible, please also include a photo of
yourself (or an event that you describe).  Pic-
tures increase the power of the story, by allow-
ing the viewer to make a personal connection
with the storyteller.  Thanks for your help!

Sharing your stories

with members of

Congress allows us

to show the sincerity

of people involved

in the movement.


