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Update
While income tax
issues are important to

Peace Tax Fund supporters all year
long, there is one day on which taxes
are particularly important to most
Americans: Tax Day, April 15.

In preparation for this day, if we are to
believe popular television shows,
millions of Americans dump the
contents of shoeboxes onto their
accountantsÕ desks and demand that
those accountants keep as much of
their money as possible from Uncle
Sam. Because it is a time of year that
others will be most inclined to examine
the federal governmentÕs priorities for
spending our tax money, it is also a
perfect time to raise awareness of the
Peace Tax Fund Bill.

Present on the Peace Tax Fund
If you are a member of a peace or social
justice organization, consider doing a
presentation on the Peace Tax Fund for
that group. You could ask if your
church or meeting would be willing
to devote a Sunday to the
issue of conscientious
objection to military
taxation (COMT), or you
could teach a Sunday school
class on the topic. Our
video, Compelled by
Conscience,  the booklet
Congress Shall Make No
Law: Stories of Conscientious
Objection in the United
States, and the study guide
designed to accompany
them are valuable resources
for conducting such a
session.

Write Letters
This is also a very appropriate time to
write letters and lobby on behalf of
the Peace Tax Fund. For instance, you
can write a letter to the editor of your
local newspaper; make sure to call
attention to the approaching Tax Day
and highlight the conflict you face
between following your conscience
and obeying the law. Many Peace Tax
Fund supporters write letters to their
Senators and Representatives each
April 15, reminding them that the law
still does not
accommodate their
moral or religious
convictions.

Lobby in person
Visits to the local or DC offices of your
Senators and Representatives would
also be timely ways to highlight your
concerns about the estimated 49% of
your federal income taxes that fund
past and present military ventures (see
chart on back page).

April 15: Taxable, Teachable Moment
BY JENNIFER BEALL

A Penny Poll prompts passersby to ponder how they would allocate
federal tax dollars. Photo by Ed Hedemann, New York City, 2001

continued on page 6

Representative Charles RangelÕs
decision to co-sponsor H.R. 2037
is good news for all who seek a
Peace Tax Fund. On February 3,
Rangel (NY-15), added his name
to the growing list of
congresspeople to support the
Religious Freedom Peace Tax
Fund Bill (RFPTF).

RangelÕs support is  important, as
he is the highest ranking
Democrat in the House Ways and
Means Committee. For the
RFPTF Bill to come to a vote on
the House Floor, it must pass
through the Ways and Means
Committee. In 1992, Rangel
chaired a hearing on the RFPTF
in the Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Select Revenue
Measures. At that time, while not
a co-sponsor, Rangel encouraged
supporters of the RFPTF to
continue writing thousands of
letters to their congresspeople on
this issue.

Now, Rangel is in a position to
become the chair of the Ways and
Means Committee again, should
the Democrats gain a majority in
the House of Representatives. To
have a supporter of the RFPTF
as chair  of the Ways and Means
Committee would be a great step
toward the passage of this bill!

Charles Rangel
34th Co-sponsor
of H.R. 2037

On February 2, the Administration released its budget proposal for the
2005 Fiscal Year. The budget allocates $401 billion to the Defense
Department. This is a 7% increase over FY 2004. Homeland Security has
increased by 10% over FY 2004. (By comparison, the average increase in
spending for all other government programs is less than 1%, which is below
the inflation rate.) After the November elections, the President is expected
to request an additional $40 to $100 billion more for FY 2005 to cover
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The pie chart below, produced by War
Resisters League, takes into account military spending in all federal
departments as well as continued payment for past wars to come up with
a more accurate picture of the cost of the U.S. military.

For links to all  article sources, including the Federal Budget and a full explanation of the pie
chart, visit www.peacetaxfund.org and click first on ÒNewsÓ,  then ÒNews and UpdatesÓ

3% Wars in Iraq & Afghanistan

6%
Physical
Resources

7% More for War in FY Õ05

Lobby Day: Friday, May 14
Come to DC and speak up for conscience
at our annual joint lobby day with the
Center on Conscience and War. Lobby day
is a great chance to meet other Peace Tax
Fund supporters and to educate Congress
about conscientious objection to military
service and military taxation. If you are
considering coming, please contact us (888-
PEACE-TAX,  info@peacetaxfund.org) and
weÕll keep you posted with more details as
they are available.

Following Lobby Day, our board of directors
will meet on Sunday afternoon and all day
Monday (May 16 &17). This is our annual
meeting, which means that all NCPTF
members are welcome to attend.  Please let
us know if you are interested in coming to
the annual meeting.

Find sample letters
& lobbying tips at
www.peacetaxfund.org

Free Bumperstickers!
(and other resources for purchase on page 7)

Lobby Day
see back page

Vote 2004
NCPTF board ballot on page 4

Annual Meeting: May 16, 17
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Funny Money - redesigned! (see enclosed sample) ................................25 for $1.00__________________
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Communities of Conscience - Collected statements on
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The Tax Dilemma: Praying for Peace, Paying for War - by Donald Kaufman...$5.00__________________

A C.O.Õs Guide to the U.N. Human Rights System - by Emily Miles.....................$15.00__________________

Seeking Peace: Notes and Conversations Along the Way -

    by Johann Christoph Arnold with preface by Thich Nhat Hanh..................$15.00__________________
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                  Total __________________

2

Peace Tax Fund
   $    x   #    =  amount

Shipping and Handling Charges:
Under $10 add $2, above $10 add $4
Bulk pricing is available. Please call us for details.

Shipping Information:

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________Peace Tax Fund                  Issue 1, 2004Update

Activist Resources

   
 B

oo
ks

 a
nd

 V
id

eo
s

   
   

   
  M

is
ce

lla
ne

ou
s

   
   

 B
ro

ch
ur

es
/F

ly
er

sGuernica: The Cover-Up
 ÒGuernica.Ó  The word brings up vivid images.
One is a picturesque village of northern Spain.
The other is PicassoÕs famous anti-war painting
by that name.  Our Spanish hosts at the

International Conference on War Tax Resistance & Peace Tax
Campaigns in 1994 arranged for us to visit the village of
Guernica.  I have also stood before the painting in Madrid.

The village of Guernica is the cultural capital of the Basque
people of northern Spain, seat of their centuries-old struggle
for democratic ideals and independence. On Monday, April
26, 1937, this charming town took an undesired place in
history. Monday was
market day, which
was always like a fair
in Guernica. The
streets were jammed
with townspeople
and peasants from
the surrounding hills
and countryside who
crowded onto the
Town Square. At
4:30 in the afternoon,
the busiest hour of
the week, the church bells of Santa Maria rang to sound
an alarm.  It was too late.

Suddenly bombers appeared overhead and released a hundred
thousand pounds of high explosive and incendiary bombs
on the village, slowly and methodically pounding it to rubble.
Reports say that those trying to escape were cut down by
strafing machine gun fire from fighter planes.  The fires that
engulfed the city burned for three days.   One survivor
observed, ÒThe air was alive with the cries of the wounded.
Pieces of people and animals were lying everywhereÉÓ

Why this unprovoked attack? Guernica was essentially
chosen for bombing practice. HitlerÕs burgeoning war
machine needed a testing ground for a new Nazi military
tactic: blanket bombing a civilian population to demoralize
the enemy.  Franco, SpainÕs military dictator,  proposed
Guernica, a town in his own country, as a target. The
bombing by the German Luftwaffe would support FrancoÕs
Nationalist army in the Spanish civil war.

The awful news reached Pablo Picasso, who was stunned
by the stark black and white photographs of the bombing.
As a response he painted Guernica, which is so large that
he had to use a ladder to reach the top of the canvas.  The
painting was the centerpiece for the Spanish Pavilion at
the 1937 WorldÕs Fair in Paris. It depicts a hodgepodge of
animal and human body parts. The twisted, writhing forms
include images of a screaming mother holding a dead child,
a corpse with wide-open eyes and a gored horse.

Since 1985, a reproduction of Guernica has hung outside
the United Nations Security Council room in New York

City.  That seems
appropriate, since it
is the UNÕs mandate
ÒTo save succeeding
generations from
the scourge of war.Ó
Why was the
painting recently
covered for a time?

Guernica serves as a
backdrop for diplomats
going in and out of the

Security Council. Early last year, as Secretary of State
Powell presented the U.S. case for war against Iraq, this
anti-war painting was covered with a blue drape.  One
diplomat said it would not be appropriate for the U.S.
ambassador or Secretary of State to speak to the press
surrounded with a women, children and animals shouting
with horror and showing the suffering of a bombing.

Need I say more about GuernicaÕs power? Was the cover-
up based on fear that Guernica would arouse the
compassion and conscience of people and states? It would
seem so. I admit itÕs easier to look at a blue drape than to
see Òthe air alive with the cries of the wounded with pieces
of people and animals everywhere.Ó But if we are to arouse
compassion and consience, we must listen to holocaust
survivor Elie Wiesel, who says, ÒIn the face of suffering,
one has no right to turn away, not to see.Ó Only when we
see can we tell it like it is, and interpret the pain in whatever
way we have the gift to do.

Guernica, by Pablo Picasso, 1937, Oil on Canvas, 11 Ô 5 1/2 Ò x 25Õ 5 3/4Ó

BY MARIAN FRANZ

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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You are welcome to use or otherwise reproduece in other publications any or all of
the contents of this Update. We appreciate receiving copies of such uses.

Executive Director: Marian Franz
Networking/Outreach Coordinator: Jennifer Beall
Outreach/Development Associate: Tim Godshall
Administrative Assistant: Kelsey Knight-King
Board Chair: Steve Ratzlaff
Honorary Board Chair: David Bassett

Update is published 3 times annually and distributed to members of the
National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund. Update equips readers actively to
support peace tax legislation by informing them of news relating to the peace
tax fund movement, drawing attention to the costs of militarism, and publicizing
stories and viewpoints of individuals and groups who cannot, in good
conscience, pay for war.

Membership in the NCPTF costs $35 annually. Since NCPTF advocates for
the legal recognition of conscientious objection to military taxation,
membership dues and gifts to NCPTF are not tax-deductible. Tax-deductible
contributions can be made to the Peace Tax Foundation, which educates the
public about issues of taxes and war.

2121 Decatur Place NW
Washington, DC 20008
Phone: 202.483.3751

Toll-Free: 888.PEACETAX
Fax: 202.986-0667

E-mail: info@peacetaxfund.org
Web: www.peacetaxfund.org

Hundreds of sightseers attended the
December 15th grand opening of the

Udvar-Hazy Center, part of the SmithsonianÕs Air and
Space Museum, in northern Virginia. They were joined
by over one hundred people, including eight survivors of
the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings, who came to
protest the SmithsonianÕs silence on the destruction caused
by the Enola Gay.

The bomber Enola Gay, which is displayed in the Udvar-
Hazy Center, has an accompanying placard that describes
in vivid detail the bomberÕs technological advances. It states,
for example, that ÒBoeingÕs B-29 Superfortress was the most
sophisticated propeller-driven bomber of World War II.Ó
This placard, however, barely acknowledges the Enola GayÕs
role in one of historyÕs most brutal massacres, saying only
ÒOn August 6, 1945, this Martin-built B-29-45-MO
dropped the first atomic weapon used in combat on
Hiroshima, Japan.Ó There is no mention of the estimated
100,000 people who were killed that day, the overwhelming
majority of them civilians, or of the countless others who
continued to die of radiation sickness.

This omission prompted members of the Japan
Confederation of A and H Bomb Sufferers Organizations
to write a letter to General John Dailey, Director of the
Air and Space Museum. It reads, in part, ÒWe cannot
repress our deep astonishment and angerÉTo exalt this
Enola Gay- which caused an unprecedented atrocity that
violated all norms of morality and international law- as a
testimony to Ôtechnological achievementÕ is completely
unacceptable to the atomic bomb victims of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.Ó Even this moving letter, though, brought
about no change in the Air and Space MuseumÕs refusal to
display the Enola Gay in an appropriate context; one that
does not deny or ignore the historical facts.

This discouraging lack of response, though, did not stop
several survivors of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings,
now in their seventies, from flying to the U.S. to attend
the protest. Their presence was a very sobering and
immediate reminder of what really happened in Hiroshima,
and of what can happen again if we do not remember and
learn from the past. These survivors, called Hibakusha in
Japan, spoke at the protest through an interpreter. There
was complete silence in the crowd when survivor Minoru
Nishino, a soft-spoken and dignified man, stated that, as
he grew older, he came to realize that, in a sense, the bomb
was dropped, not only by the Americans, but by all
humanity. Although he would have had every right to be
angry; to condemn the country that dropped the bomb,
Minoru Nishino chose instead to reflect on the fallible
human nature that all people and all nations have in
common.

Courtland Milloy, a writer for the Washington Post,
interviewed the Hibakusha after their return from the
protest. The resulting article, which appeared in the
December 17, 2003 issue of the Post, consists primarily of
their reflections on the museum display, and on the
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. ÒCan you please
explain why the pilot would put his motherÕs name on
such a plane?Ó Minoru Nishino asked. ÒIn Japan, mothers
and sweethearts represent life and love, not war and death.Ó
Milloy quoted survivor Terumi Tanaka as saying, ÒIt was
so sad. I felt the tears about to come down. Seeing all the
fighter planes on display, I realized this was a war museum.
What we need are more peace museums.Ó Tamiko
Tomonaga was 16 when the bomb fell. ÒThere is a divide

Survivors Bear Witness to B-29Õs Role in AtrocityGet on TV or radio
The print media are not the only possibilities for Peace Tax Fund publicity. It
may be possible to get an interview on a radio talk show or local cable TV
network as the day approaches, too. Local access cable channels might be interested
in running the Peace Tax Fund video, as they often need to fill airtime.

Hold a public witness
Some Peace Tax Fund supporters hold demonstrations or leaflet in front of the
IRS building in the weeks before Tax Day or on the day itself. Because many
news media do stories on the IRS on Tax Day, this is a chance to get wider
exposure for our cause. If possible, do something to make the leaflets stand out,
perhaps by attaching something to the leaflet to illustrate your point. The enclosed
ÒFunny MoneyÓ leaflet is a cheap, eye-catching way to get your message across.
Order Funny Money and other materials from our office in time for Tax Day.

Post offices are excellent places to hand out leaflets on Tax Day, as well. As many
post offices are open until midnight on Tax Day to accommodate last-minute
filers, it is also a good opportunity to hold a candlelight vigil. Be careful about
where you hold vigils or demonstrations to avoid being considered trespassers
on government property. If you have questions, call our office.

Engage people and encourage them to think
A penny poll is a particularly effective way to highlight the disparities between
most peopleÕs priorities for the spending of their tax money and the actual
allocations made by the government. To conduct a penny poll, give passersby 10

pennies each and allow them to
allocate the pennies to various
government programs, including
education, health care, the
environment, the military, etc.
according to the level of priority they
assign to each of these programs.
Most will rank the military lowest
among all of these. Then share
information on actual budgetary
allocations, and point out the
differences between the two.

Keep in touch!
Please tell our office about the Tax
Day actions you take this year,
including sending us copies of letters
you write on behalf of the Peace Tax
Fund. If you have used other
techniques to promote the cause
which were successful and which
youÕd like to share, let us know. New
ideas are always welcome!

Tax Day Activities from page 1

NCPTF staff, from left to right: Marian Franz (Executive Director) is our leading discussion-starter during
lunch breaks. Kelsey Knight-King, an intern with Mennonite Central Committee, joined us in December and
has added her creative decorating touch to our office. Jen Beall (Networking/Outreach Coordinator) shares
with us the insights she is gaining in her pastoral counseling internship. Tim Godshall (Outreach/Development
Associate) tests our powers of perception by frequently changing his  facial hair and seeing who notices.
Photo by Gregory Reagle.

BY KELSEY KNIGHT-KING

[between the] survivors and the
dead,Ó she said in the interview. ÒI
believe I was allowed to live to let
the voices of the others be heard, to
give their testimony and help bring
about a world without such
weapons.Ó

A young school teacher from Japan
who was present at the protest
expressed his intention to return and
tell his students that there are,
indeed, Americans who acknowledge
the pain the Hibakusha continue to
suffer, and who mourn the bombing
of Japan. His appreciation of the
protesters is a reminder that, while a
small group of people cannot atone
for an atrocity, we can still reach out.
We can still assure those injured by
our nationÕs actions that we will not
forget or ignore their pain, and that
our hearts are heavy at the thought
of what they endured.

continued on page 6

Enola Gay from page 3

We put the ÒFunÓ back into Peace Tax Fund:
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The Board of Directors is the policy-making body for the NCPTF. The following slate has been presented by
the Nominating Committee for election to a two-year term on the Board. Terms begin in the spring of
2004 and end in the spring of 2006.

Please vote by circling ÒYesÓ or ÒNoÓ after each candidate. Cut out this ballot and return it in the envelope
provided no later than May 1, 2004. Only current members of the NCPTF are eligible to vote.

Robert Brooks (new) Yes No
Robert became involved in the NCPTF after hearing about us on the radio in 2002. Through reading
liberation theology, Robert has returned to the Catholic Church, which he had left in disillusionment at the
churchÕs refusal to speak against the Vietnam War. He sees the passage of the Peace Tax Fund bill as an
important peace witness. Robert lives in Takoma Park, Maryland.

Hashim El-Tinay (new)Yes No
Hashim has been involved in the NCPTF since last May. He is an international relations and
languageÊ(Arabic, English & French) consultant by profession. He is a Muslim peace advocate and founder
& president of the International Peace Quest Institute (IPQI), a non-profit in D.C., promoting a culture of
peace, locally and globally, Êthrough cross-cultural and interfaith education, dialogue and cooperation.

Steve Ratzlaff (incumbent)Yes No
Steve is currently Chair of the Board. He moved to Fresno last September to be pastor at Fresno Menno-
nite Community Church.

Bill Galvin (incumbent)Yes No
Bill Galvin chairs the Nominating Committee of the NCPTF Board. He works as counseling coordinator at
the Center on Conscience and War in Washington D.C.

The Nominating Committee is always glad to receive
suggestions for potential Board members. If you, or
someone you know, might be interested in serving
on the Board, please contact the NCPTF office.

Someday, when the Peace Tax Fund
becomes a reality, we will be able to pay

our taxes without buying weapons of mass destruction and
bankrolling the death of thousands. Many people wonder,
though, how best to reconcile their conscience with their
taxes until that day arrives. The War Tax Resisters Penalty
Fund provides support for those who resolve the conflict
between their conscience and the demands of the IRS by
refusing to pay their federal taxes.

The War Tax Resisters Penalty Fund was founded in 1982,
the same year the IRS instituted a $500 ÒFrivolous PenaltyÓ
for tax resisters. Since then, supporters of the penalty fund

have given nearly $220,000, which has helped to cover
the punitive charges the IRS imposes upon war tax resisters.
This money enables war tax resisters to maintain their
witness in spite of the governmentÕs intimidation tactics.
Even though the work resisters are doing can be costly on
many levels, the proliferation of tax-payer funded
armaments is, in the long run, even more costly and
dangerous. The Penalty FundÕs July 2003 appeal reminds
us of this when it quotes Helen Keller as saying, ÒAvoiding
danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure.Ó

A man from Brunswick, Georgia, is one of the war tax
resisters featured in the Penalty FundÕs July 2003 appeal.

He was charged $3243 in interest and
penalties for three years of military
tax resistance. The appeal includes an
excerpt of the letter of protest that
he included with his 1999 tax filing;
ÒI have left blank line 68, Ôamount
you oweÕ, of the enclosed Form 1040.
...The government has provided me
no way of paying this income tax
which does not violate my religious
faith.Ó Interestingly, this last line also
seems to highlight the urgent need
for a Peace Tax Fund.

Between two to four times a year,
contributors on the Penalty FundÕs
mailing list receive an appeal which
combines the monetary
reimbursement requests of tax
resisters. This dollar amount is
divided by the number of
contributors. For example, The
Penalty FundÕs July 2003 appeal
requested $15,095, so each of the 837
contributors was appealed to for
$18.03.

The War Tax Resisters Penalty Fund
can be contacted through their
website, which is located at
www.nonviolence.org/issues/wtrpf/
Their address is P.O. Box 25, North
Manchester IN 46962.

Until the Peace Tax Fund comes into existence,
U.S. taxpayers have no legal alternative but to

fund the largest arsenal in the world. But, with careful
planning, it is possible to contribute more of your money to
programs you care about so that less of it is conscripted for
military uses. Read on to see how!

Make Peace a Beneficiary of your IRA
It is often advantageous to set up an Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) with the beneficiary
being a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization like the
Peace Tax Foundation. Whereas distributions from
your estate are often not taxable, distributions in

the form of IRAs count as taxable income for the recipients.
(This is the case for all IRAs with the exception of the Roth
IRA, which is not taxable upon distribution.) For a regular,
SIMPLE or SEP IRA, the beneficiary will owe income taxes
on the entirety of the IRA the year she inherits it. If the IRA
is large, or if the beneficiary is earning additional income, the
IRA can put her into a higher tax bracket and she may end
up paying a large percentage in income tax. (The exception
to this rule is that spouses can roll over inherited IRAs into
their own IRAs, thus being able to spread out the distribution,
and income tax, over time.)

HereÕs an example of why it makes sense to donate your IRA
to charity, if you can. Suppose you leave $10,000 in cash to
child A, and you make child B the beneficiary of a $10,000
IRA. Child B will have to pay income taxes on that $10,000
IRA while child A wonÕt owe any taxes on the distribution
from the estate. If you have a choice of leaving money or an
IRA to your children, consider leaving them the money and
donating your IRA to the Peace Tax Foundation.

Donate from your IRA
Congress is in the midst of debating a bill that would allow

IRA-holders age 70 1/2 and older to donate directly
from their IRAs to charitable organizations. If you
have an IRA, once you turn 70 1/2 you are required
to start taking a minimum distribution each year
from that IRA. Unless your money is in a Roth

IRA, this distribution counts as taxable income. If this bill
becomes law, you will be allowed to have your bank distribute
your IRA directly to a 501(c)(3) organization and avoid this
additional taxable income! Giving in this way would especially
help you if you do not itemize deductions when you file your

Planned Gifts: Leave More for Peace, Pay Less for War
taxes. Because the money would be donated pre-tax, it would
not count toward your taxable income. If you are over 70
and have other means of meeting your financial needs, this
bill would help you simultaneously reduce your taxable
income and support the Peace Tax Foundation. The bill seems
to be moving through Congress. WeÕll let you know if  it
passes.

Donate stock
If you own stock and sell it, any increase in stock value from
the time you purchased it until the time you sell it counts as

taxable income in the year you sell it. But if,
instead of selling your stock, you donate it to

the Peace Tax Foundation, the increase in value does
not count as taxable income. Furthermore, the total
gift can be deducted from the rest of your taxable
income. HereÕs an example: Suppose Ms. Beauregard

purchased $1000 worth of stock in 1990, and now, in 2004,
it is worth $3000. If she sells the stock, the $2000 increase in
value is taxable income. But if she donates the stock to the
Peace Tax Foundation, the $2000 increase in value is not
taxable and it counts as a $3000 charitable contribution which
can be deducted from her gross adjusted income! This is a
rare case where one can Òdouble dipÓ by taking advantage of
tax laws friendly to charitable giving.

Donate property
Except when it involves your principal residence, any increase
in property value is treated as taxable income at the time you

sell the property. But if you donate a second home
or other investment property to a charitable
organization, you can avoid paying income tax on
the increase in value. As with stock gifts, you can
then lower your income tax even more by deducting

the total value of the property from your gross adjusted
income.  It is also possible to donate your principal residence
to a charitable organization, with the agreement that you may
continue to live there as long as you want to do so. In this
case you can still take a deduction, but because you retain an
interest in the house as a resident, the entire value is not tax-
deductible.

These are just some of the ways you can make the most of
your charitable contributions to the Peace Tax Foundation.
In all cases, you should consult your tax or estate advisor about
how to apply these ideas to your personal financial situation.

NCPTF Board Ballot
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Penalty Fund: Mutual Aid for War Tax Witness
BY KELSEY KNIGHT-KING BY TIM GODSHALL


