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Peace Tax
Deep Gratitude to Tim Godshall; A Warm Welcome to Alan Gamb

Members of the Campaign and Foundation Boards unite
—,D”D[“HD[”“[ in this time of transition and new beginnings to say a fond

farewell to Tim Godshall as interim director and to warmly welcome Alan
Gamble as our new executive director.

During the interim period following Marian Franz retirement as director,
Tim has ably led the organizations as the board has been busy in searching
for the next director. In his three-year tenure with us, Tim has held every
position within the organization, and we are appreciative of his clear and
grounded approach to matters both programmatic and administrative. His
creative talents and sense of humor have helped us all thrive during this
transition period.

Tim will continue as interim director for a few more weeks before leaving
the staff on June 30th. We wish him well as he discerns the next steps in
his life journey, and are grateful for the time that he has shared his gifts and
skills with us.

With a sense of great anticipation in what the future holds, we welcome &
Alan Gamble as our new director. Long associated with the Peace Tax
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Welcomes New Director
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New York Quakers Declare Opposition to War Taxes

On April 7th, the New York Yearly Meeting
of Friends released a statement proclaiming
that military taxation violates their religious beliefs and
members of the Meeting will live out this conviction in
their communities. This statement is one of the most wide-
reaching and depnitive statements about opposition to
military taxation to come from any religious group in this
country. The New York Yearly Meeting (NYYM) is the
umbrella organization for 89 Quaker Meetings and Worship
Groups in New York State and parts of New Jersey and
Connecticut.
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Representatives of the Meeting approved the statement at
their Spring Business Sessions during the prst weekend of
April. It reads: 6The Living Spirit works to give joy, peace
and prosperity through love, integrity and compassionate
justice among people. We are united in this Power. We
acknowledge that paying for war violates our religious
conviction. We will witness to this religious conviction in
each of our communities.6
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NYYM has endorsed the National Campaign for a Peace Tax
Fund since 1972, and the meeting advocated for the Peace
Tax Fund bill in their press release about the statement.
Linda Chidsey, Clerk of NY'YM, also spoke on behalf of the
Peace Tax Fund at an interreligious service that was part of
a large peace rally in New York City on April 29 (see Notes
From the Field on page 5). Although the full implications of
the statement have yet to be seen, members of the Meeting
are prmly committed to living out the statement.

0As a religious body, we cannot in good conscience support
war, and we have borne that witness for over 350 years,0
said Christopher Sammond, General Secretary of NYYM.
0We are clear that violence only begets more violence, in a
never ending cycle of horror that diminishes all humankind.
Being required to pay almost half our taxes to support
war-making is a violation of our religious convictions, and
we will be seeking ways to redress this, individually and
corporately.6
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In her book Questions That Refuse
To Go Away, Marian Franz used the
question oLord, is it 1?6 to remind us of
the importance of each person exercising
responsible citizenship in societyts well-
being. In what ways might our actions
bring life and hope? Conversely, in what ways might our
silence or lifestyle hurt others?
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The humble question oLord, is it 1?0 is also used at
turning points in the lives of history makers. Just think
of it. Moses, Mary, Martin Luther, Oscar Romero, Rosa
Parks...even mythical Luke Skywalker - they all at one
time wondered how their lives could possibly be used to
transform societyiMto bring about justice and freedomin
but they also humbly submitted with the words, oHere |
am.o

I am calling upon each of us to be history makers. So
many of us live our lives without true reyection on why
wedre here and what we have been called to do. We
remain asleep and unaware of Godés soft voice through
ocoincidences.06 We think somebody else with more
education, better speaking skill, stronger conpdence or
name recognition will lead us to the opromised lando. |
once attended a conference where | learned the song oWe
are the ones wefve been waiting for.0 Each of us is truly
more powerful than wedll ever know in this life. We need
to remember we are all children of God, born to make
manifest the glory within each one of us.

I admit to some disappointment when our lobby day
participants on May 16 seemed so small in number. How
will God change this drop of water into the justice that
rolls down like a mighty river? The lyrics of a favorite
song remind me:

0Step by step the longest march can be won, can be won.
Many stones can form an arch, singly none, singly none.
And in union what we will can be accomplished still.
Drops of water turn a mill, singly none, singly none.é

The impossible often occurs through 6ordinaryd people
who ask oLord, is it | Youdre waiting on... to make that
phone call... to write that letter to the editor...to meet with
that senator?6  Listening...submitting...doing ordinary
actions in a spirit of service. | loved what Daniel
Longwing said at the close of lobby day: 0We donit have
to move mountains, we just need to move our feet!6
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Lord, Is It I? The Meaning of Membership

We will make the road by walking it. We can show by our
actions we are worthy of the legacy and vision Jefferson,
Madison, Lincoln, Wallace Collett, David Bassett, and
Marian Franz have left for us. Each day we can wake up
and decide to be a history maker, nurturing a revolution
of freedom and conscience, of passion and compassion,
of love and openness.

I need each of us reading this Update to consider the
meaning of two memberships. First, what does it mean
to be an American with rights of speech, worship,
participation in collective decisions... and what do | need
to do in order to manifest these rights for this and future
generations? Next, what does it mean personally to be a
member of the Peace Tax Campaign? Will you share my
goal of passing this bill into law by 2010? If so, what
seeds do we each need to plant this week in order to
reap that long-awaited harvest? How will | connect with
another member today?

I want each of us to imagine the passage of the Religious
Freedom Peace Tax Fund Act is imminent. How will you
become a certiped peacemaker? Write out a statement of
belief in the use of violence/physical force to accomplish
an objective. What are the practical implications of loving
your enemies and your neighbor as yourself? Who has
inyuenced these beliefs (parents, teachers, books, pIms,
experiences...). Send us a copy in the enclosed envelope,
with a donation if you are able. With your permission,
we will post some on our website or even compile into a
book format. The next issueds column will focus on our
inyuences (The Magic of Mentors) and 13d love to include
your input.

It truly is an honor to be asked to serve you. Let us put
our minds together and see what we can create for ALL
the earthds children.

Thank You

In March, the Peace Tax Foundation received agenerous
bequest from the estate of Joseph and Florence Gomez.
The board and staff of the Peace Tax Foundation wish
to convey our sincere thanks to the family of Joseph
and Florence Gomez for supporting the struggle of
conscience during their lives and in their pnal acts of
generosity.
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