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NCPTF Works to Introduce

Currently, there is Peace Tax Fund legislation
CUE000] i the House of Representatives, but there is
no bill in the Senate. NCPTF is now working to get parallel
legislation introduced in the Senate. Although some form
of the bill has been in the House of Representatives since
1972, there has not been a parallel bill in the Senate since
1996. From 1982-1996, former Senator Mark Hatpeld of
Oregon was the lead Senate sponsor of Peace Tax Fund
legislation. Hatpeld testiped in support of the bill at a House
Ways and Means Committee hearing in 1992. Democratic
Senator Tom Harkin of lowa repeatedly cosponsored the bill
with Hatpeld, a Republican, to assure the bill had bipartisan
support within the Senate. To be taken seriously, a bill
generally needs a sponsor from both parties.

Campaign staff have already visited the ofpces of several
senators, and are currently trying to pnd a Democrat and
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Representatives Rush Holt (NJ-12), Darlene Hooley
(OR-05) and Carolyn Kilpatrick (MI-13) have become
cosponsors of H.R. 2631 - The Religious Freedom
Peace Tax Fund Bill. The bill now has support from 46
members of Congress, which is the most support it has
had in Congress since 1990.

NCPTF encourages residents in their districts to thank
them for their endorsement of this legislation.

Representatives Holt and Hooley cosponsored the
legislation in the previous session of Congress. This
is Representative Kilpatrickds prst time cosponsoring
the bill.
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_egislation into Senate

Republican senator to work together to introduce the bill
to the Senate. We need your help to pnd a sponsor. Please
contact your senators and ask them to introduce the Religious
Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill into the Senate. Every letter
has an impact, and lawmakers donft often hear about the
dilemma citizens face regarding paying for war and the
need for accommodating citizen beliefs.
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Your Senators need to hear from you about the importance
of the Peace Tax Fund. Be sure to include your address so
your senator can respond to your letter. Encourage a friend
or family member to write a letter too so your senators know
there is a broad base of support for the bill. Please send a
copy of your letter to our ofpce so we can assist one another
in getting the bill introduced in the Senate. Hereds how to
get in touch with them.

Go to www.congress.org and enter your zip code. It will tell
you who your senators and representatives are, and how to
contact them.

Address letters to:

The Honorable (Full Name)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Send or fax copies to our address or fax number which can
be found on page 3. To schedule a personal visit with your
senators, simply call their ofpce, explain who you are and
what you wish to talk about, and set up a time. For even more
impact, visit with a group of Peace Tax Fund supporters.

Please contact us with any reports from your congressional

contacts and with any questions you have or requests for
assistance. 1-888-PEACETAX or info@peacetaxfund.org
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One of the most fascinating TV programs
Iove ever watched is a set of interviews
Bill Moyers did with Joseph Campbell
called The Power of Myth. Joe Campbell
was an amazing storyteller who was able
to bring present day meaning to world
wide myths, and his life and work serve as an inspiration
to many today. It was Campbellds book oHero With a
Thousand Faces6 which enlightened several aspects of
George Lucasd Star Wars. One of those themes is that
the herods journey ALWAY'S involves a mentor, an (older)
experienced sage who can guide the training and energies
of a younger apprentice or protege.

Unl0mol0ooom
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Families are given to us, and usually love us
unconditionally. They inyuence us for better or worse
whether we want them to or not. Mentors, on the other
hand, are usually sought and chosen. ldeally, theydre an
essential part of adolescence, as children choose those
who will guide them into maturity and a meaningful
vocation.

Iove had the remarkable opportunity to work with college
students, and believe itis a crucial time in their lives. An
educators challenge is to awaken studentsé consciousness
in order that they may pnd their mentors and destiny.
For over ten years, on the prst day of class | asked my
community college students, among other things, who
their mentors were. Many hadndt given it much thought or
said they didndt have any. Some wrote family members;
others described teachers.

I shared with my students the strength | found in the thread
of nonviolence and conscience writing which strung from
Rev. Martin L. King through Mohandas Gandhi to Leo
Tolstoy, William Garrison and Henry D. Thoreau. | also
found musicians Pete Seeger, John McCutcheon and
Ken Medema inspiring. And | was thankful for Rev.
Livingston Malcolm, Rev Tom Jones and Hugh Motlagh
who personally guided me in practical spiritual truth and
wisdom.

Obviously, those inyuences didngt come all in my college
years. We are constantly on a journey of growth if we
allow ourselves to reyect and learn from those whose
lives intersect ours. | encourage you to think of who you
are intentionally seeking to be inyuenced by and, passing
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The Magic of Mentors

it on, to whom you are a mentor. Let us strive to be aware
and awake to what we have to learn and what we have to
give each day. There is no need to be famous or an author
in order to touch othergs lives. The magic of transformation
comes from caring and a quest for truth.

In this column 15d wanted to share some of those who have
inyuenced our collective consciences. | still urge you to
send us your stories (see last issuesd request). | recall
attending a workshop at the 2000 WTR PTF International
Conference where Mary Loehr led us in sharing personal
stories of our inyuences. Some names many of us are
familiar with surfaced there: Daniel Berrigan, Howard
Zinn, Noam Chomsky (all recent PTF endorsers!), Gene
Sharp, Dorothy Day, John Howard Yoder, Wally Nelson...
We also have available a great list of nonviolence resources
created by Rosa Packard available on request.

Here is a list of top books, pIms, experiences and people
who have mentored me on the journey. Here is an example
of some of my personal inyuences and experiences.

Authors of Books: Richard Fosterds Celebration of
Discipline, Jim Wallisi Agenda for a Biblical People,
Jonathan Kozolds Night is Dark and | am Far From
Home, Leo Tolstoyds Kingdom of God is Within You,
Marianne Williamsonds Healing the Soul of America,
writings of Gandhi and Motlagh, the teachings of Jesus
and Bahagudllah.

Films: Gandhi, Romero, What lve Learned About U.S.
Foreign Policy, An Inconvenient Truth, Farenheit 9-11
Experiences: Kenya (realizing as a 12-yr old other
lands have dreams); Peace Corps (growing to love the
land/people of Dominica and my wife Prisca); Scouting;
picking up roadside trash; cross country and distance
running; 2000 congressional candidate; Bread for the
World organizer; life science teacher.

People: Prisca (wife) and two daughters Charlotte and
Ginger; parents Joe and Mary, br. Ken and sr. Karen; Peter
Munson...

I do miss Marian. We expected her to return as a 12 time
lobbyist but health concerns have prevented that. For
over 20 years her presence plled the ofpce in which | am
now writing. Please keep her in your thoughts or prayers.
Marian has been a mentor to us all.
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Where Therets a Will, Therels a Way

We again encourage you to consider
0] neluding the National Campaign for a
Peace Tax Fund or the Peace Tax Foundation in your
estate plans. Your gift enables our legacy of educating
and advocating for the liberty of conscience to continue.
Since 1972, we have been committed to providing a legal
alternative to pnancial complicity in violence, and planned
gifts are essential to achieving this end. We are both
heartened and humbled by individuals who remember our
work in their estate plans. These gifts ensure the continuity
of our organization and extend the fundamental human
right to freedom of conscience and belief.

Whether you are in your 20s or 90s, everyone needs a will.
Signipcant misunderstanding and loss of valuable energies
result when 50% of Americans pass on to the next world
without one. We have a variety of free booklets available
on request which can be very helpful in planning. Note:
this information is for educational purposes only and
should not be construed as legal or pnancial advice. Seek
assistance from a certiped pnancial planner or attorney.

A bequest is a provision in onefs last will and testament
where a gift or property is transferred from an estate to a
charitable organization, such as ours. Making a bequest
can be as simple as inserting a few sentences into a new
will, or can be added as a simple amendment (called a
bcodicilf) to an existing will.

The following designation would be appropriate: 0l
give, devise and bequeath $___ or ___ % of my estate (or
remainder of my estate) to the National Campaign for a
Peace Tax Fund, a nonpropt corporation organized under
the laws of the District of Columbia with its principal
ofpce at 2121 Decatur Place NW, Washington DC 20008.
Tax identipcation number 52-1039543.4

You can also make a gift contingent upon certain events,
such as: 0l hereby give, devise and bequeath $25,000 to
my grandson, if he is living; otherwise to The National
Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund...6

Bequestsare evensupported by avariety of sacred writings.
But whether we acknowledge an active spiritual life or
not, many people view having a will as a responsible part
of onefs life journey.

In addition to bequests in wills, there are a variety of other
planned giving options, from IRASS to donating stock
or property highlighted in our Spring 2004 newsletter
(available at www.peacetaxfund.org) which you may
wish to consider.

Thanks for everything you do to pass the light of
nonviolence to the next generation. Together we can
ensure the defense of conscience never rests.
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Address Correction

In the past two issues of Update wedve given the
mailing addresses of Joe Donato and Kevin McKee,
conscientious objectors who are currently serving
prison time for refusing to pay taxes they knew would
be used for military violence.

It recently came to our attention that we have been
giving an incorrect address for Kevin McKee. We
apologize for the mistake. If you would like to send
a letter to Joe and/or Kevin, please use the following
addresses:
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International Conference to Be Held in October

The Eleventh International Conference  relations, Cooperation with other important organizations,

o] on \War Tax Resistance and Peace Tax  Towards a human right of COMT, Finding acceptable

Campaigns will take place October 26 to 29, 2006 in  arguments for our issues, Learning from the actions of
Woltersdorf, near Berlin Germany. others, Promoting non-military security.

Participants will have a chance to lobby members of  Personal witnesses will tell of conscientious objection
the German Parliament (Bundestag) during the two in Russia and Berlin and there will be other voices
days before the conference and engage in - from regions of conyict. There will be a General
political sightseeing in Berlin after the Respons - Assembly of CPTI on Saturday afternoon.

conference.

Judging from my experience of the Tenth
Conference (held in Brussels, Belgium
in 2004) and previous conferences,
I expect this conference to be well

organized, informative and inspirational.

Derek Brett, Conscience and Peace Tax
International (CPTI) Representative to the
United Nations in Geneva, will discuss his
research study, Military Recruitment and
Conscientious Objection: A Thematic Global : -

Survey. C " i

Tax

| absolutely love hearing about the situations
of people from around the world and what
Presentations will discuss War Tax Resistance at the they are doing to advance the recognition of our
international level and the theme of responsibility, human right not to pay for war.
particularly Political Responsibility.

The CPTI web site (cpti.ws) has more information about
Workshops will allow for discussions in small groups:  the conference, CPTI and Derek Brettds study. Reports of
Street Theater, How to present our issues in important ~ participants and workshops at previous conferences are
forums, The legal route to legislation, How to prepare a  especially interesting.
hearing in Parliament, Use of new technologies (DVDds

Internet, etc.), Working with the press and media/public OO,
00
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Lyle Jenks, appointed by Philadelphia Yearly O O 0
Meeting (PYM) to the NCPTF and PTF boards, has O O A
now completed an additional year of service beyond O O . A
his term so as to help provide continuity during the 0000000 00000 0100 O0A CIni) 00N o0 00000 0] 00 00 00 Oy
transition between executive directors. During his 0000000 D00 0000 0000 D000 o0 00m D0 00 D OO0 00 o]
board tenure, |_y|e chaired the personne| committee O A A A M A
and also served as secretary to the boards. PYM L A W A WA A
has now appointed Priscilla Adams to the boards; A A A M
Priscilla is well known for her 1997-2000 case A
(summarized in Conscience and the Courts) O O A A
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court under the W A A A A A
Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). (OOMOOOIo0000D
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PTF Publishes History of CO Court Cases

The Peace Tax Foundation recently

Celoclnn] oyplished Conscience and the Courts, a

booklet written by Marian Franz, former executive director

of NCPTF, highlighting court decisions and legislation in

the past century which depne conscientious objection to
participation in war in the United States.

0The book concisely details the expansion of religious
freedom in the U.S. over the last century and makes a
strong case for the expansion of these rights to include
those of conscientious objectors to military taxation,0
said Tim Godshall, former interim executive director at
NCPTF.

According to Godshall, when Franz
lobbied Congress in support of the Peace
Tax Fund bill, she encountered many
legislative aides who didndt know about
important Supreme Court rulings that
had to do with the right to free exercise
of religion. Franz and the Peace Tax
Foundation began working to develop
a resource to educate people about
signipcant court cases and legislation

Conscience
and the COUI {S

Selected Supreme Court & other cases
which define conscientious objection
to participation in war

Here are a few of the cases and pieces of legislation the
booklet highlights that set new precedents for religious
freedom.

- Welsh v. United States (1970): The Court decided that
conscientious objection can be based on ethical or moral
beliefs that are not necessarily oreligiousé in nature.

- Technical Amendments and Miscellaneous Revenues
Act (1988): Congress enacted legislation that would
allow Amish employers and employers to be exempt from
paying taxes for social security, which Amish are opposed
to for religious reasons. This was in direct
response to a Supreme Court decision
denying Amish the exemption in the
1982 ruling of United States v. Lee.

- The Religious Freedom Restoration Act
of 1993: Congress reestablished a 30-
year standard whereby the government
must prove a compelling state interest
before restricting religious freedom
and must use the least restrictive means
available when doing so. This was

by Marian Franz

regarding  religious freedom and
conscientious objection.

In the introduction to the booklet, Franz
asserts that freedom of religion and
conscience are argued in the courts based
on two clauses in the First Amendment;
the prst states that government may not establish religion,
and the second states that government may not prohibit
the free exercise of religion. Franz states that the founding
fathers valued freedom of conscience so highly that
James Madison included the phrase, 0...nor shall the
rights of conscience be infringed,6 in a draft of the First
Amendment.

Conscience and the Courts examines 21 court decisions
and four pieces of legislation that have inyyuenced the way
the courts interpret religious freedom and conscientious
objection. It begins each case by stating the basic question
the case addresses, then gives the essential details of the
case, the decision of the court and the reasoning given for
the decision, and the signipcance of the outcome. Each
case is concisely presented and explained in a way that is
easy for readers to understand.

- \"-‘Lﬂ-;tluw-..-.,-.,“
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done in direct response to Employment
Division of Oregon v. Smith, a Supreme
Court decision from 1990 that struck
down the compelling state interest and
least restrictive means test.

Franz concludes the booklet by pointing
outthatthe Courtsand Congress haveavolatile relationship
and that when the Courts rule that a right is not covered
under the law, Congress can, and has, established that right
through legislation. She goes on to say that this is why the
Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill is relevant and
necessary to protect the right of every person not to be
coerced in participation of violence.

Conscience and the Courts is an excellent resource for
learning about the history of religious freedom and how it
has been shaped in the U.S. It can be used for both lobbying
purposes and personal education. It is available from the
order form on p. 7 or online at www.peacetaxfund.org
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NCPTF Board Member Continues Court Struggle

- There are some new developments in the
M’ court case, Jenkins v. Commissioner of
Internal Revenue Service, involving the 2001 federal
income taxes of Dan Jenkins, a member of the NCPTF
board of directors. Jenkins is requesting that the federal
government provide him with the means to direct his
income taxes entirely toward non-military purposes
because of his religious convictions of conscience. An
oral hearing in court has not yet been scheduled.

In June, the New York Yearly Meeting (NYYM) of
the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) submitted
an amicus curiae brief to the US Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit in support of Jenkins. The term,
oamicus curiae¢ is Latin for ofriend of the court,6 and is
a legal brief pled voluntarily by a third party to provide
information that assists the court in its decision. NYYM
is the organization for 89 Quaker Meetings and Worship
Groups in New York, and parts of Connecticut and New
Jersey.

0Theamicus curiae brief pled by New York Yearly Meeting
deeply contributes to Danields research and arguments,6
said Fred Dettmer, Jenkinsds attorney. 0lt provides an
authoritative exposition of Friendsd (Quakers) central
testimony of nonviolence...and long history of witness
against war. The brief also directs the Courtds attention to
the long history of government accommodation of Quaker
beliefs and practices.6

Jim Hamilton, the chair of the Peace Concerns Committee
for the Meeting, worked through several drafts of the brief
with a special committee. They later worked with attorney
Thomas Wyatt to format the brief to pt court rules and
specipcations for amicus curiae. According to Hamilton,
if an oral hearing is held, Wyatt may sit with Jenkins and
Dettmer, but may not address the court unless the judge
requests he do so.

The brief describes the religious beliefs and actions of
Quakers concerning war, the history of the Quaker peace
testimony and witness against war, and the history of
governmental accommodation of religious beliefs and
practices. The brief explains how government exemptions
from paying taxes for military purposes started in 1683
and continued through the Civil War.

On July 28, 2006, the Commissioner of the IRS pled an
Appellee brief, defending the Tax Courtds original decision

K

in favor of the Commissioner and the imposition of a
$5,000 pne on Jenkins for raising ofrivolous or groundless
arguments.0 This government brief argues that Jenkins
does not bring up any new or novel arguments regarding
conscientious objection to military taxation that have not
already been rejected by the courts in past cases.

Jenkins pledanAppellantreply brief in September, refuting
the Commissionerds claims and arguing that the Tax Court
did not fully consider Jenkinsfs arguments as required by
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). RFRA
is legislation that states that the government shall not
substantially burden a personds exercise of religion unless
it can demonstrate a compelling interest and that it is using
the least restrictive means of furthering that government
interest.

Jenkins argues that the Commissioner did not attempt
to show a compelling government interest and did not
demonstrate that current tax law provides the least
restrictive means for him to pay his full tax obligation.

The court has not yet made a decision regarding a request
for an oral hearing. According to Hamilton and Jenkins,
several members of NYYM have expressed interest
in attending such a hearing. Jenkins also expressed his
thanks for the ongoing support from the Yearly Meeting.

All briefs from the case can be viewed online at the
Conscience and Peace Tax International website:
http://www.cpti.ws/ in the dcourt documentsd section.
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As you may have noticed, some of the prices for
our activist resources have changed. Previously,
the online store included shipping in the price of
items, while the newsletter had separate shipping
charges. Recently, Peace Tax Fund staff recently
evaluated the prices of our literature and resources,
and changed them to include shipping. Shipping
is now built into the cost of literature, and wedve
changed some prices of some items so that we can
cover the cost to produce them while still keeping
them affordable for supporters. As before, many
of our items can be downloaded online for free at
www.peacetaxfund.org, and prices for bulk orders
are available on request.
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