Dear Senator Hagel,

I am writing to you to request that you introduce the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Act (currently HR 2631 in the House) into the Senate. This legislation would allow thousands of people who cannot, in good conscience, pay taxes for war to pay their full income, gift, and estate taxes without violating their conscience. The bill would set up a special fund in the Federal Treasury to collect the taxes of conscientious objectors to military taxation. The monies in this fund could be allocated for non-military purposes only. I understand that Senator Tom Harkin of would be willing to sponsor the bill if a Republican senator will work with him to introduce it into the Senate.

As someone conscientiously opposed to supporting war and violence, this bill would have a great impact on me. Every year I struggle with the dilemma of paying my taxes or obeying my conscience. On one hand, I believe that participating in war, both physically and financially is wrong. My conviction against military taxation is not based on mere personal or political preference.  It is grounded in deeply held beliefs based on universally recognized moral, ethical, and religious teachings. On the other hand, I want to practice good citizenship, and believe that a significant amount of the taxes I pay are spent on services that are beneficial to others and myself.
Since 1940, U.S. law has allowed conscientious objectors to perform alternative service rather than be conscripted into the military. This law should be extended to allow alternative service for the drafted tax dollars of sincere conscientious objectors. These conscientious objectors seek a way to pay 100% of their taxes without violating their religious or ethical convictions by participating financially in war. Thousands of conscientious objectors have had their wages garnished, cars and houses seized, and bank accounts levied in order to collect taxes that they could not pay with a clear conscience.

This legislation would be a win-win situation, increasing religious freedom for American citizens while increasing tax revenue for the federal government. 

I ask you to please introduce the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Act into the Senate. We need your leadership to obtain religious and ethical freedom for conscientious objectors to military taxation.

Sincerely,
